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of attention is studied neglect. I am tempted to call it
heartless, which it cerainly is, in terms of non-violence.
It is largely the missionary who, be it said to his credit,
bestows care on him. The only institution run by an
Indian, as a pure labour of love, is by Shri Manohar
Diwan near Wardha. It is working under the inspiration
and guidance of Shri Vinoba Bhave. If India is pul-
sating with new life, there would not be a leper or beggar
in India uncared for. What the leper is in India, that
we are, if we will but look about us, for the modern
civilized world. Examine the condition of our brethren
across the ocean and the truth of my remark will be
borne home to us.
Delhi Diary, p.  108

There are many other contagious diseases like
scabies, cholera, plague, even common cold. Leprosy
is far less infectious perhaps than these. Why should
there be a stigma about leprosy any more than about
other infectious diseases ? Real leprosy is attached to
an unclean mind. To look down upon fellow human
beings, to condemn any community or class of men, is
a sign of a diseased mind, far worse than physical
leprosy. Such men are real lepers of society. He himself
did not attach much importance to names. A rose would
not lose its fragrance if it was called by any other name.
Delhi Diary, p.  HI